Beginning of the Year Letter
Pastor Raymond, January 6, 2008

"When Moses was forty years old, he decided to visit his fellow Israelites. . After forty years had
passed, an angel appeared to Moses in the flames of a burning bush in the desert near Mount
Sinai ...He led them out of Egypt and did wonders and miraculous signs in Egypt, at the Red
Sea and for forty years in the desert.” (Acts 7:23, 30, 36)

Whenever we are at year end or the beginning, we are more conscious of numbers, like how old
we are, how many years we have stayed in SF, or how long we have been a Christian. Often, it
is healthier to take a bigger picture of our past, and future, in a way that the above Biblical
passage does with Moses' life.

For a long time, | have often seen from these verses that the life of arguably the greatest hero of
the Bible, Moses, was divided into three equal parts. In the first third of Moses’ life, he was
raised in Egypt, unaware of his destiny as an Israelite and merely enjoying the privileges of the
court of Pharaoh.

It all changed when he became a murderer at age 40.

Then for the second one-third of his life, Moses was a fugitive, perhaps cursing but still not
understanding his destiny as an Israelite. This one-third of his life was particularly bitter because
he was without the good things in life in Egypt. Worse, he had to depend on his father in law,
and had only sheep as companions. A prince has become a pastor.

But things changed again for Moses on that mountain of a burning bush, at age 80.

The Moses we have come to know from the Bible made his mark only in the final 1/3 of his life,
leading possibly close to 2 millions disorganized, ungrateful, stiff-necked and complaining
people across the Red Sea, through the wilderness, and on to the border of the Promised Land.
Moses’ final 1/3 was spent in conditions even worse than the previous 2/3. But that was the
Moses we know and respect most.

Near the end of his life, Moses wrote down these words: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God,
the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5)

Brothers and sisters, 2007 is now behind us. Let's focus on 2008. You know how many 1/3 of
your life still remains, normally speaking. It is time to resolve to live our lives to make our last 1/3
count for something, like Moses did. Don’t even have 1/3 left? Just resolve to honor God_

above all else, build fellowship, love one another, and serve the community, in 2008 and
beyond.
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